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“Thy Word is a Lamp unto my Feet and a Light unto my Path.”

NO. 15

THE ADVENT & SABBATH ADVOCATE | fiiend to escape in that way. They do not
want Christ.

Nicodemus found a way. It was a long
weary day that. He looked often at the
’ clouds and at the sun to see i he could steal
WL Stauberry. “"'g Poie] forth. He was determined not to rest until
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Jonx Braxcw, Wayland, Mich.t Conferonce | D€ .had spoken to. this wondrous man. He
A. C. Loxg, Azusa, Cal.) Committee. | Waited for the night, and the night like a
TERMS.~Twao dollars per year. Oue doliar yelled friend came and tfmk him to the -?:iv
and a haif to new subscribers.” Specimen copies [ 101, and they sat up all night, and that night
sent free. the heaven trembled with stars, there was
hardly room in all the firmament for the stars
that wanted to glitter out their infinite secret

= upon the heart of this inquiring master in Is
THE i&r)[\'m‘A'mfisldemte«l to the promulgation | rael. Never did a night so starry hend over
of the doctrines of the Second Advent of Christ ot ave re |
the Signs of the Times, the duty of mankind to th? earg, O,h’ to have been thele.‘
observe the Bible Sabbath (the seventh day of the Zaccheus found a way. He caid. I am
week,) together with the other commandmen s of ' over t ers of
(iod, the Nature of Man, his Unconscious state Sh(,"’ I cannot Iea.Ch (. er the shoulders of
in death, the End of the Wicked, the Karth re-|these men, but I will elimb up yonder syca-
stored l“!il (;l'i.'zi"al gllmiy éuld condition as the| more tree. He never would have been chief
future inheritance and abode of the redeemed and : s
fhe Kingdom of God, Faith, Repentance, the amu‘ng !jle P“b]_mans and rich if he hafj been
futare Judgment,the Resurrection, Redemption, |afraid of climbing a tree; that explains the
5 > of « o i 3 i > y 5 o o
'R“‘ilir::l"b':f&"? the Christian Life, und Kindred man’s success in life. To have seen him oth
erwise you would have just seen a dapper
— (little gentleman that never seemed to have
touched anything with his fine fingers; but
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The Eternal Home.

| that hath fingers to touch, let him touch ; he
‘llhzu hath eyesto see the invisible, let him
look, and all heaven shall be full of angels.
1 Do we want to see Christ # That is the urg-
| ent, recurrent, tremendous guestigue .o
| It is never easy to get at Christ; it ought
not to be easy to get at him. It means bat-
| tle, pressure, determination. “Strait is the
| gate and narrow is the way which leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it.” The
road is over a place called Calvary, and a
voice says to those who attempt that way,
“Except a man deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me, he cannot be my disci

ple.” To one man Jesus said, “Sell all thou
hast, and come”; to another he sa:d, “Except
a man hate his father and his mother [in
comparison] he cannot be my disciple;”
another who thought he was going ou to
riches and honor said he wouid go, and Jesus
said, “The foxes huve holes, and the Lirds of
the air have nests, but the Son of man hath
not where to Jay his head.” But the battle
has a great victory. Small efforts end in
small consequences. Again, therefore, the
question recurs. Do we want to see Christ ?

when be wanted to carry an object, then see
o il SR how the dapper little gentleman changed into
No weary wasting of the frame away ; a fiery little furnace that meant to win, and
No tearful shrinking from the midnight air— | up the tree he went, for Christ was to pass
No dread of summers’s bright and fervid ray, that way. Some men would never have seen
No hidden grief! the tree; some men certainly would not have
No wild aud cheerless visions of despair ; chimbed the sycamore others would have
No vain petition for a swift retief— said, “*Perhaps on another oceasion we may
No tearful eyes, no broken hearts are there. see him.” But to earnestness there is no
“other occasion’ there is only one day, and
that is to-day. There be indoleat, Jeisurely,
contemplative souls who play with time ;
they speak of ““to morrow” as if 1t was theirs,
they speak of #‘anothet occasion” as if they
had compromised with death, and staved the
monster off for a settled series of years. Zac
cheus has only one time, one opportunity ;
he lives in a burning now.

Care has no home
Within the happy realms of ceaseless song;
Its billows break away and melt in foam,
For from the mausions of the holy throng.
The storm’s black wing
Is never spread athwart celestial skies;
Its wailings blead not with voice of spring,
As some too tender floweret fades and dies.
No night distills
Its.chilling dews upon the tender frame ; > il X o
Nor moon is needed there. The light which fills ! o There was a woman who found. a way.
Ihat land of glory from its Maker came. | They need not have called her a woman ; she
| could not have concealed that, fact; they might
! have told us the incident, and we should have
| fixed the sex. Shesaid: If I might but touch
| the hem of His garment ; 1( these poor fing
| 615 could but touch the craspedon 1 shall be |
! 3 . . . . |
healed. She did it quietly, silently, buf Je

| sus knew that she did it, for he said, “Wh

No parted friends
O'er mournful recollections have to weep;
No bed of death enduring love atiends
To watch thie coming of pulseless sleep.

No blasted bower
Or withered bed celestial zardens know ;
No scorching or swift descending shower
Scatters destruction Jike a ruthless foe.
No battle word
Startles the sacred host with fear or dread ;
The song of peace creation’s morning heard

| said, “Touched thee! Wiy, see how they
{throng thee, and sayest thon who touched
Is sung wherever angel minstrels tread. ¢
With faith our guide, out of me; whose finger wasit? [ aa ¢on.
White-robed and funocent to Jead the'way, ; [scious that virtue has gone out of me” There
\\'h:\' shounld we fear to plunge in Jordan’s tide, { is a rude touch tha
And find the ocean of eternal day.

—Selected.

s T P O G

Do you Want to See Christ?

{ing that gets nothing, because the heaver sim
' ply hears the noise, the succession of sylla

Tizk are men who say they would but|hearing. that catches a sound within the

| bles, words, paragraphs; there is another | original.

Is it our heart that wants him. or our curi~
osity # Are we only asking the question of
lmagination, or are we propounding the in-
quiry of agony ¢ To day I set open the door
of the kingdom of heaven in the name of Je-
sus. To weary men I would represent him
saying, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”;
“In the last day, that great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst "—Lord, we all thirst, our hearts thirst,
our souls have drunk rivers of water and still
they thirst—*if any man thirst let him come
unto me and drink.” May we all got Ho,
every one that thirsteth, come!” Who says
so? The Spirit, the bride, and the Giver of
the water, the First, and the Last.— Rew. Jo-
seph. Parker, D. D. g
g P TSR
Hell.

THE term hell, in every instance of its oc-
currence in the common version of the Old
Testament, is rendered from steol in the [le-
brew, to which the Greek hades corresponds.
1t is msed to designate the place and state of

glaath touched me " and the vulgar disciples all the dead, whether righteous or wicked,

and is frequently translated grave, and prop-
erly too, as that is the usual receptacle of the

| thee t Why we are all touching thee.” “No,” BilPut'sleepers who have gone down fo the
| saia Christ, “no; some finger has taken life dust in fulfilhuent of the sentence, “Dust

thou art, and auto dust ishalt thow '’ retury.”
But the popular use of the word hell, as

t gets nothing; thero is a | Meening the place of the punishment of the
sensitive touch that extracts lightning from W"’kefl' lamis:m'my of {he common readers of
[ God, virtue from the Oross. There is a hear |the Bible astray in the. reading of the Old

Testament and all those instauces in the New

Testament where hades is the word in the

WO g
Should we rander ’ sheol, in every instance

they cannot find their way (hrough the rab | sound, music within the arliculation; there |of its oceurrence in by
bis, or through the philosophers, or through /1s a hearing that only wants one word, it ean | one uniform MWMthhﬁb

the logicians, or throngh the ecclesiastics, | supply all the rest; give it that one word,  the

reading of many a text would seem

ind there they are. Shame on {hem! they  and see how it runis to tellits exultant Joy. strange indeed. ~ But there oould be no

ﬂemua-?bjwh

this. Sheol is used to
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into hell unto my son mourning.” And D_a-
vid’s charge to Solomon concerning certain
gray-headed sinners, such as had “shed the
blood of war,” in time of peace, would be,
«Let not his hoar head go down to hell in
peace.” “Buthis hoar head bring thou down
to hell with blood.” Again, we should read in
Psalms, “For in death there is no remember-
ance of thee; in hell who' shall give thee
thanks?” Aud we would find the wise man
exhorting all to the improvement of their
time in good works, from the fact that “there
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in hell, whither thou goest.” Ac-
cording to this testimony all the good and the
bad, excepting those translated, are destined
to one place, and that place is the one in
which no work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, exists. This is positively af-
firmed; and as the Scriptures do not contra-
dict themselves, it is certain that any repre-
sentation of life, knowledge and activity
among the inhabitants of that “land and dark-
ness,” is a figure of speech by which uncon-
scious and inanimate things are represented as
living, acting, and speaking. The following
are examples: “Yea, the fir-trees rejoice at
thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying,
Since thou art laid down, no fellow is come
up against us. Hell from beneath is moved
for thee to meet thee at thy coming; itstirreth
up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones
of the earth; it hath raised up from their
thrones all the kings of the nations. All they
shall speak and say unto thee, Artthou also
become weak as we? art thou become like
unto us?’ Isa. 14:8-10. “The strong and
the mighty shall spesk to him out of the
midst of hell,” ete. See Eze. 82:18-82. The
parable of the rich man and Lazarus is an-
other example. These things were never
spoken or written to induce the belief that
the dead in sheol or hades were conscious
and capable of conversing and acting; for this
would be & contradiction of the positive as-
sertion that there is no knowledge or work
there. The trees of the wood, the timbers in
& house built by dishonest gain, the hire of
the laborer kept back by fraud, und the blood
of the martyrs, are made to speak in the
same way that the dead are made to converse;
Isa. 14:8; Hab. 2:12; Jas. §: 4; Rev. 6: 10;
and all this for the purpose only of bringing
true thoughts of future retribution vividly be-
fore the mind. And it would be more absurd
to hold that the dead in hades, sheol, hell, or
the grave, are conscious, and capable of con-
versation and action.—Selected.

e —

“Surely I come Quickly.”

TaESE are the words of Him who is “Al.
pha and Omega, the beginning and the end-
mg." ‘When Christ ascended and a cloud re-
cfy'xved .him out of sight of the wondering dis-
ciples, it was said by the angels that he
should come again in like manner as they
had seen him go up. It was meet that the
?ngels should appear and comfort the sorrow-
ing ones who had not yet received the Hol
Ghost, and were not in s condition to malui
the blessed, of the promise, “I will pra;
the Fatler, and he shall give you anoﬂui

But when in
to the beloved
hither he had

that he should come again.
wondrous vision he appears
John on the Isle of Patmos, W
been banished “for the word of Goa” and the
testimony of the truth, he Jeaves 8 message
which is the heritage of the church to the
end of time, “Surely I come quickly.”

The coming of Christ is, then, only a ques-
tion of time. The manner thereof is quite ac-
curately described in the Bible, but of the
day and the hour knoweth no mau. Be will
come suddenly to call the world to final judg-
ment. This scene is too graphically described
in Revelation to need a repetition here. It
the judgment day is to come suddenly, how
important that all who expect to hail his com-
ing with joy see to it that they are clothed
and ready for the marriage supper of the
Lamb. Itisnot enough to remember that
we were once made the children of God in &
bright conversion; for a bright experience
may be clouded by so many shortcomings
that it may have become valueless. It will
not do to solace ourselves that we belong to a
church whose discipline is correct in every
particular of doctrine; for many names are
on church records that were never enrolled
in the “Lamb’s Book of Life.” The ques-
tion is, rather, Are we to-day walking in all
the light that, ever, shone on our pathway?
For to us the words of Christ are, “Surely I
come quickly.”

Then, agsin, it is not enough that we be-
lieve in a thorough experience in religion.
The happy throng whom John saw in vision
before the throne were overcomers here on
the earth; for they overcame through the
“blood of the Lamb, and the word of their
testimony.” They came up through greau
tribulation, and “washed their robes, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Therefore are they before the throne.”

Believing & state of entire holiness attaina-
ble will not render the soul fit for the pres-
ence of a holy God,or the companionship of the
saved in heaven. There must be a present,
personal experience of the holiness that fits
for these associations, else when the Judge
comes quickly, we shall find ourselves calling
upon  the rocks and mountains to hide us
from .!.us presence when the great day of
wrath is come, and none is able to deliver.
To the professed church of Christ, let the ad-
monition come with all the weight and force
of a message from the Lord-of the whole
heavens, “Surely I come quickly.”—Sel.

Delaying Obedience.

for consideration, at least
such advice is, we off-

take plenty of time
Plausible as

a year. :
sel: it with a simple passage of scripture:
+] thought on my ways. and turned my feet fen® And ho |
unto thy testimonies: 1 made haste and de ﬂ‘“‘m duty to
layed not to keep thy comm‘andme!ns,” Ps ﬁhb 1 “Rememb
119: 59, 60. Here the psalmist testifies that ;."‘:: it holy—the ¢
he turned his feet to obedience, so soon as, W ho can fail t
by thinking on his ways. he found that he g peasant ci
; He made no delay about child does not

-was walking astray.—
bout to consult the wise

he did not examine the
writings of the rabbis and doc‘tors, to see if
there was not some way of getling round the
duty ; he made haste to render obeflience.
But, now a-days, as soon as a person’s con-
science begins to lash him for neglected duty,
he is advised to be very careful about run-
ning too hastly. Well we would not wish one
to be too hasty ; but,on the other hand.it may
be well to consider whether there is not such
a thing as bemng too tardy. Conviction of
duty is not to be trifled with. When any
one does violence to his conviction, he feels
that he disobeys God ; and such disobedience
is sure to be followed by disastrous results.
The voice of conscience grows more feeble
and (If the disobedience be persisted in)
becomes, at length hushed in silence. 1t
may continue to reprove with regard to.
other duties,but with regard to that particular
one which has been made the object of will-
ful neglect, it reproves no more. Asa neces-
sary consequence, the soul suffers the loss of
all those blessings which obedience in that
one thing would bring. % i
Nor is this all. Conscience,
ed to corruption in one i A
ready to yield in another.
been overcome, aud it no
soul with that securty
wont to do. Itis to the
of modesty is to the |
female cannot allow her
be trifled with
a total loss of v

it; he did not go &
men of the pation ;

5o

a hot iron.”
that this is in e
do say that

what is d
putting it in

in regard to duty, and the ienc
thoroughly ,awake as to nml:?aﬂn oy ]
eady ‘in the neglect of it, and y:I?QL e
rounded with advisers, wearing th
and title of Christians, who ar
urging further delay, is £
fortable a position as a
piety needs to be pl
such advisers in the |
ﬁ" :’;d yet, at |
ward them
not the

To have the understanding enlight; on,
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guage in which its prophecies foretell coming
events with regard to the common, practical
duties of lite, the word of God is so plain that
there is no uneed for a child to be mistaken.
Were it otherwise, it would be unsuited to
the wants of maunkind. For, inasmuch as
every oue must give an account for himself,
and not another for him, it is necessary that
each one should be able to decide his duty
for himself  People of small intellectual
capacity must be able to wake this decision
as well as those of more expanded powers ;
and children, as well as those of mature: uge.
Hence duty must be revealed in very simple
language. And how simple the language in
which our duty to keep the Sabbath day is
revealed! “Remember the Sabbath day
to keep it holy—the seventh day is the Sab.
bath.” Who can fail to understand it? What
untutoréd peasant cannot comprehend it!
What child does not perceive its meaning
The command to refrain from the adoration
of images is not more plain. Yet, when a
person of ordinary mental powers is con-
vinced by it, and begins to think about ren
dering obedieuce, straightway he is admon
ished that he does not understand it, and
that he would do well to consult some learned
men, some spiritual rabbis or doctors of di
vinity, before taking any decided steps ?
And what do the learned doctors say up
on being consulted¢ Why, that it is the
daty of men to keep holy the first day of

seem to like to do it simply for the sake of
finding fault. These people do not mean to
be chronic fault finders, and it never occurs
to them that they are. They would not for
the world be (hought disagreeable, and hut
for this one trait, would be generally very
pleasant companions. They did not acquire
this habit at once; any of their friends will
tell you that there was a time when they
were not so; but they began by mnoticing
every little failing or supposed failing among
their acquaintances, and the habit grew with
them until it appeared a part of their nature
to notice and condemn every little fault, sup-
posed or real. They are very far from being
perfect themselves; in fact, they think so
much about other people’s imperfections that
they have very little time to attend to their
own. They would be grieved and hurt
should their friends retaliate by noticing
every little eccentricity of theirs; but, per
haps, had their friends the courage to do so,
it might open their eyes to the unpleasant
ness of fault finding. It certainly would be a
disagreeable duty, if duty it might be called,
and foew people would care to do it, unless of
the same stamp as the fault finders,in which
case it would do very little good.—Sel.

——————————

Healthy Discontent.

THERE is a discontent which paralyzes and

the week. But how do they make it ap- destroys, a discontent with one’s conditions
pear? Do they produce any precept from|a,q circumstances, which makes one restless,

the Scriptures, plain and unequivocal, like

bitter, and inefficient. This is always a moral

the fourth commandment? Not by any|gisease, to be avoided, as any other contagion
means. They can present nothing which is| e avoided, and to be cured as any other
level to the comprehension of achild. What | jiease is cured. But there is another kind of
ever they say on the subject is entirely above | giscontent which is a spur to excellence and
the understanding of children, und entirely an inspiration to achievement—discontent
above the understanding of ignorant people. with one's self. No man ought to be con
They talk about the magnitude of redemption | tented with himselt, to be satisfied with the
as compared with the work of creation ; they work he has done and the place he has
have something to say about rederaption be-|secyred. It is the prevalence of self-content
ing finished ou the first day of the week by|in tnese matters that gives us so many aver
the resurrection of Christ trom the dead ; they age men and women, so many commonplace
lay a few such theological propositions to | hersons, who mistake their prejudices for
gether, and finally draw out the inference that | their convictions and their ignorance for
the first day of the week is a holy day. But|peir knowledge ; men and women who de-
the plain, ordinary mind does not under (gire no other authority for a statement than
staud this. The child fails to comprehend it.| that they believe it, and who see no trath in
It js true he hardly dares to indulge the|the world which does mot belong to them.
thought that learned men may be mistaken;{ This kind of self sufficiency breeds egotism,
nevertheless he is puszled, extremely puz-|purrowness, and ends absolute arrest of de
zled, to understand it. Is not this conclusive velopment.

proof that no such duty is enjoined in the
book of God ¢

No man can grow, who is satisfied with

We caunnot, therefore, subscribe to
idea that a person must, in reference to the
Sabbath, or in reference to any other plain
command of Heaven, wait to consult friends
and Jearned teachers and the writings of
fallible men before rendering obedience.
God has spoken, “see that ye refuse not Him
We do not believe that any
one can begin to obey (iod too soon.—Amer.
Sabbath Tract, No. 14.

of work as in the home.

himself. The open-minded man is never free
from the feeling that he has not done as much
as he ought, and that his future must redeem
by its increased usefulness and activity a
past in which he has failed to do the best
and the most for himself and for others, It
would be found, if one could ook into the
hearts of the men and women whose course
through life is a steady progression upward,
that a divine discontent is forever present in
aspiring hearts. Those who rise are those
who are never satistied with themselves, but
who are always finding defects, defalts, and
failures, to humble them and to make them

the

Ir

Oxe of the easiest things in the world to do| more strenuous in that which lies before, It
isto find fault, and in no place are there as|is a great mistake to be always telling persons
many opportunities for indulging in this kind |and nations that they have made some ap
T'here are so many | proach to perfection. The kind of criticism
little things occurring among its inmates| Mr. Arnold gave us is a great deal truer, is a
where there is a family of any size, such as|great deal more helpful, than the adulation
the misplacing of a garment, leaving a door|and undiscriminating commendation which
ajar, uttering a thoughtless word, in fact, a|some other writers have given us, Recog-
great many trivial things that to people in. | nition of work done is a spur and a help, but
clined to find fault will give plenty of cause. | there ought always to go with commenda
It is a disagreeable thing to find fault any |tion, both to persons and to peoples, a clear
way, to most people, yet there are some who | setting forth of the better things still to be

done. “The love of doing and the scorn of
done” is the ouly safe feeling.— Christian
Union.

BRI S
Your Specialty.

Taar means “excel at something.” Make
a specialty of something, and excel in it.
Do not be content to do it well; do it in the
very best, or most rapid, or in some distin-
guished way, by which you will come to be
known in connection with it. 1f it is book-
keepiug, or sweeping, or darning, put your-
self into it, and do it as others have dreamed
it might be done. Do not be content to sing
as well as Susy, or to sew as much as Mary,
or to walk as rapidly and easily as your elder
sister. Find out how they did this thing,
and then apply yourself to bring your spe-
cialty, what ever it 1s, to perfection. It will
require patience, industry, and self-sacrifice;
but it will pay in the long run. Good work
of any kind pays, and it 1s the only kind that

ays.
. churacy pays; so does rapidity ; so, too,
of neatness, thoroughness, and other qualities
which you will be cultivating, perhaps un-
consciously, while sounding the hights and
depths of your specialty.

And it pays, too, to have a “specialty.”
So many people, young people, are “*bright,”
‘“quick,” “intelligent,” but almost useless to
any one needing skilled help, because they
have scattered their forces over too much
surface. In twenty years you may learn to
do one thing well,so well that you could
command a price or a position anywhere;
but you can’t have learned twenty equally
well.

Gather up your energies, your time, reso-
lution, patience, and talent (for you have a
talent for something) for your specialty, and
work right toward it. I mean, of course,
make this your main business, and others
subordinate to it, Try to do well “whatso-
ever thy hand findeth to do,” but bestow
your greatest efforts on one thing.— Christian
Advocate.

———————e

A Skeptic’s Advice,

BENsAMIN FRANKLIN was a deist, but had
sense enough to see the banefulness of infi-
delity. When Thomas Paine sent him a por-
tion of his “Age of R " for examination
he wrote: “I have read your manuseript.
You strike at the foundation of all religion.
You will not succeed, 80 as to change the gen-
eral sentiments of mankind on that subject-
The consequences of printing this piece will
be mischief to you and no benefit to others.
He that spits against wind 8pits jn his own

ace,

“You may find it easy to live a virtuous
life. You have a clear perception of the ad-
vantage of virtue. But think how great a
portion of maskind consists of weak and ig-
norant men and women and of inconsiderate
youth of both sexes. who need the motive of
religion to restrain them from vice, Perhaps
you are indebted to your religious education
for the habuts of virtue upon which you now
justly value yourself,

“L would advise you, therefore, not to at-
tempt unchaining the tiger; but to urn  this
piece before it is seen by any other person,
If men areso wicked with religion, what
would they be without " — e,

D o —
I have read the Bible through i
It is a book of all others for h:rﬂ;:t{,hl:;i“f
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ords giveth Light.”

W. C. LONG, EDITOR.

Advantages of the Law.

Tag apostle Paudl has stated’in 1 Tim. 4 8.
that “godliness Is profitable unto all t!ungs:
having the promise of the life that now xs,:m_d
of that whieh is to come.”  Webster’s defini-
tion of godliness is: “A carefal observance of
the laws of God, and a performance of relig-
jous dnties, proceeding from love and rever-
ence for the divine character and commands.”

The apostle Paul was a great lawyer; al-
ways talking aboat the law, its importance
and durability. He was different from many
at the present time who are constantly preach-
iug the abolition of the law, and its being sn-
perseded by the gospel. “Do we then make
void tha Jaw through faith? God forbid; yea,
we establish the Jaw,” Rom. 3: 3L, ..“For 1
delight in the law of God after the inward
man” i *

The law is God’s moral looking-glass. By
it we see the defects in our characters. Itis
the great balance-wheel of society. Tt is like
a president of a society; it keeps order. ' De-
prive us of the law ‘and we would be like a
traveler without a chart, or like a sailor with-
outa compass. ‘The gospel without the law
would be like a bell without a clapper. The

benefits of the law are many in this life if

carvefully observed. Let us look at some of
the direful effects from the violation of the
law of God, and likewise the good that would
flow from a careful observance of the same.
Who would desire to live where everybody
disregarded the commandments? Business
conld not be carried on to any profit; prop-
erty would depreciate; anarchy, rain and des-
olation would follow, snd life would be miser-
able and wretched.

The striet obedienceto the first four com-

mandments which point out our duty to God,
and the last six which show us our duty to
each other, would be productive of much
irne joy and happiness. If all Christians
would keep the law of God whata power
they would be for good. Let us suppose
that everybody in one state in this govern-
ment would keep every one of the eommand-
ments,  Would not that be a glorious state?
Prisons would disappear, jails would rot
down, and sheriffs, constables and other offi-
cers of the law, would have to seek other em-
ployment; taxes would go down and property
would go up. Persons in other states would
soon find it out and there would be a rush for
such a place. Not a thief in the stats, nor a
murderer, nor a liar, nor en adulterer, nor
one who would dishonor father or mother,
nor a Sabbath-breaker, nor a swearer, nor an
image worshiper. What a happy place! Then
it might De said that the kingdom had eome,
and the will of God was done on earth as it
is done in heaven.

David, speaking f the ten commandments,
says, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in|
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of
the scornful. But his delight is in the Jaw
of the Lord, and in his law doth he meditute |
day and night. Aund he shall be like a tree‘
planted by the rivors of water, that bl‘ingebh{
forth his frait in his season; his leaf ah;’
shall not wither aud whatsoever he doeth

i
-§

| have to observe all of God’s co

g |
Ps1:2 4. The Psalmist had |
he conimandments nsl
and the benfits I

baving so much E

' shall prosper.”
a high appreciation of t
lexpressed in this seripture,
| derived from keeping them.

Antinomians chide us for s
Well, we are in good
writers had much to‘;
jmportance. David
«More to be desired

lto say about the law.
|company. The Bible
| say about the law and its
iin his 19 Psalm says: 3
{are they than gold, yea, than mugh fine gold;
} sweeter also than honey and the Bouey comb,
| Moreover, by them is thy servant warned, zm«’l’
| in keeping of them these is great 1'0\Yﬂr<~
{ Solomon says: “Let us hear {lie conclusion (.)f
lthe whole matter: Fear God and keep his
commandments: for this is the whole duty of
man.” Ecel 12:13. A wonderful and incor-
rect conelusion, if the law of God was destil}cd
to pass away. But the holy spirit speaking
through the prophet made no mistake; hence
it is man’s whole duty now, to fear God, and
keep his commandments. ,
When the young man eame to the Su\'w'r,
and asked him what bhe should do to gain
cternal life, ‘the. Savior replied in language
plain and easy to be understood: - “If thou
wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.”
Matt 19: 17. - Who will say that the Savior did
not consider keeping the commandments
profitable? The apostle Paul regarded the
keeping the commandmentg as profitable; he
says: “Circumecision is nothing, and uncir-
cnmeision is: nothing, but the keeping of the
commandments of God.” + We are often told
that it don’t make ary difference in heing so
particular in ‘keeping the law. Paul thought,
differently, and in the above language teaches
that keeping the commandments amount to
something. 5 .
The apostle” James likewise adds his testi
mony on this subjeet: - “Whosolooketh into
the perfect law of ‘liberty, and continueth
therein, he ‘being not ‘a forgetful hearer but a
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in
his deed.” James 1:25. In his'2 chapter,
verse 8, he says: “If ye fulfill the royal law
according to the Secriptures, thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well.” In these
quotations James is talking about the law of
ten commandments, and says 1f ‘we keep
them we will be blessed of the Lord; also if
we keep them according to the Scriptures,
the old Scriptures, for the new Scriptures
were not yet written, “ye do well.” How can
men be so blind, and so completely lost to
reason that they cannot see that the law of ten
commandments continue right along under
the new covenant as well as the old; and that
Bible . writers recognize, all along through
the different ages, the importance of keeping
them. The last words of the Savior attest
the fact that the commandments are profita-

ments that they may have right {o the tree
of life and way enter in through the gates|
into the city.” Rev. 92: 14. Question: Will
those who do not keep God’s command-
meuts enter in through the gatesinto the, ‘ty ?
Yes, if. Universalisae is true, but if not, they
will have no part or lot there. If we wm‘ to
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of “voite which they never nse-on any other
oceasion, and whose inarticulate; strained,
and stilted moathings, are ulterly distasteful
Lo unperverfed ears. i

This evil of “artificial voices is especially
noteworthy in the case of some public speak-
ers and preachers. In private couversation
they have voices which are natural, and not
uny}leu:nnt to the éar; but the momeut they
hegin to addvess an assembly, or g‘\'en 10
pray, they assume an upnatural and insuffer-
able tone, which disgusts every ‘intelligent
hearer. ' 0, W

We remember listening tosa minister in
the prime of lile, who ordinarily _spoke in an
;1greeablé voice, but ‘the moment he was in
the ‘pulpit he used the deep and quavering
tones of an old man, probably Jearned years
before from some saintly father in Israel,
whose mantle had apparently fallen <upon
bim, covering up’al¥ s individoality, and
wearying his hearers Ly his eonstant use of
an aunatural voice. i 3ok

We recall bearing an address in public
from a man about whose personal echaractey
there were grave differences of ‘opinion; some

while ‘others regarded himy as untruthiul,
crafty “and hypocritical. We were not dis-
posed to pass any judgment as to these con-
flicting estimates; but when we heard him
speak, and noticed that there was not prob-
ably one natural tone of voice in his address
from begivning to end, we could hardly resist
the couclusion that he was really
part.  Kverything ' was prim a
his articulation would have beer
wany quite correety but still 1
own. He was talking w
and this led to the suspie
senting borrowed ideas, and
were not getting ‘anything
himself,—we were
himy: isaisyies (HEES
In some cases these
used in a kind of
have heard persons
2ot under way,
beginning 10 WM
fall, the roll and
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en, and walk its golden streets and :
its pearly gates and Jasper ‘EF

ing the promise of the life
that which is to come.”
law makes men happ,
them eternal life
through Jesus Qb
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tire slightest idea; not a djs inet thogght or
recotlection of text or sermou, words, 1deas,
or illngrations lingers in our ming. But the
rhythm of his everlasting sce saw and rock
by, still remains with us¢ as also the en-
thusiasm  with which® sonje received it ; and
we shall not soon forget the fervor of one
excellent but imenltared woman who, as the
congregation were retiring, remarked with
emphasis ** call that preaching!”

We remember an instance where during
special religious services in a certain chureh,
the congregation for some reason did not
rcadily  respond to the invitations of the
preacher.  The pastor undertook to awaken
their interest and enthusiasm, and started off
in an artificial voire on an unnatural key. in
astrainof rhapsodizing whiel, perhaps pleased
him anda lew of his admirers, but which wave
litile pleasure (o the thoughful, the devout,
or ‘he discerning. He learaed in due course
of time, that such artificial eloqnence was
not as desirable even in that congregation, as
simple, sound common sense,

Eveiy “vinan voice has its ow n natural
piteh; and the first step toward speaking in
an artficial voice, is (o start on an atrtificial
pitch.  This may be to low, as swhen people
have acquired a solemn grumness, aud always
speak as (rom the sepuichre. It may be to
Iigh, as when preachers speak from the roof
of the mouth, and to loud, as when they start
upon an ear splitting key, and,go through
sereaming and learing, never touching terra
firma. until at the end they come down pant-
ing and wheezing, like a collapsed balloon.
The voice may be pitched a note or two above
the natural toue, then kept rising and talling
from that pitch continually. with the most
perfect propriety, every syllable being artic
ulated with all possible distinctness, every
sound being perfect, and everything being
as artificial as a graven image. v

Such speakers rarely say anything worth
hearing, becanse they are always watching
their own voices. They never speak out of
their sonls—if they have any sonls—they are
reciting the lesson which they have learned,
orrepeating what they have rehearsed. [t
is all empty. all artificial, and prodnces no
more effect upon a thoughtful, discerning
mind, than skim milk would upon a paving
stone.

A man who is to benefit a congregation
needs above all things to be sincere; and one
of the best ways to show his sincerity is to
hegin talking to them in a natural tone of
voice. Let him start his voice on its natural
viteh, whether it be high or low. Let him
hold his head level, not dropping his chin to
talk gramly, nov sticking his nose-up in the
air like a pointer dog, and so talking in a
high and unnaturai key: but holding bis head
level let him speak as if he were addressinzx
some one at the farther end of the room, still
keeping his voice natural. Wlhen he has thus
introduced his subject, stated bhis case, laid
down his propositions, and brou ght lorward
his best argument, by that time, 1t heis a true
speaker, he will have forgotten all about his
voice, and will he speaking earnestly and ef
fectively.  But any man who hopes for any
kind of success, should forever keep clear of
these miserable affectations and imitations
which make fools of those who indulge in
them. If you speak, speak with your own
voice, and do not borrow your neighbor's :
speak your own thoughts and yourown ideas;
e, m a word, yourself ; and if you cannot be
yoursell, there is no one else that you can be,
Whatever you may try to be will not be worth
being.— Clristian.
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Watch the Signs of His Coming—
Christ Commands It.

W are often pointed to the disappointments ¢

of Christians in this matter. Men,we are told, ! est
liave often thought that they discerned the

career of Dr. Lyman Beecher,

ey

A Sermon {o one Man.

i Tue smﬂllesl‘cn:u;:reg;llir)n that ever Jisten-

to a sermon,is one among the many ioter-
ing reminiscences n w published in the
The resuits

Lof Dr. Boecher's sermon to a single listener
signs, and have thought the Lord was near, |

and yet he has not come.

is, { deserv blicatiun, if only as an encourage-
And with this, | deserve publicatiun, if culy

re rs W ] 238 the
maltitudes think that they have sufficiently { ment to preachers who are depressed by

excused themselves from obeying the Lord’s | P%

command. But'what should we think of !

of

neity of their hearers,_ In the early part
his career. Dr. Lyman Beecher once en

rag ach f g inister, whose
reasoning like this in earthly affairs? Whar, | €azed to preach far a brother minis

for instance, would you think of the sentinel ch

who. on perilous picket duty, because he
cotild not tell with certainty when the rust
ling of the leat or the distant tramp of horse
men betokened the enemy’s approach becduse
he had often misinterpreted such facts and
been “alatmed for nothing, should' thereiore
excuse himself fromn any further attention to
such things and saffer all'such signs to go
unheeded ? Would you like to feel that your
life was in ths hands of sach a soldier ?

Or what, at sea. would youi thirk if, with
angry clouds gathering round, the sea and
the waves roaring, the commander should re
{use even topay any attention to these things,
on the ground (hat he had often misinfer-
preted such signs and thought a storm was
coming when it was not ¥ “Would 'you like
to be at sea with a commander of that kind ¢
And shall we act move wisely, is our conduet
excusable, 1f being warned that Jesus Christ
is certainly returning: that his coming will
be as the lightning in'its suddeaness, bringing
glory to the ready, judginent to the uhready.
charged too by himself to keep: &' vigilant
outlook for him yet, because we arenot made
infallible, take no ‘heed to signs which may
be heralding his appronchi—=signs which, he
has told us, shall as'shrely o before his com
ing, as the cloud before the 'storm, the dawn
before the suntisé?* Shall “we act''on this
wise? God forbidt ' Eaoiisly let’ it'he for us
that our Lord has bidder ‘usbe' vigilani’; he
knows betterfar than' we wherein our wisdom
lies! Let it not be that any of asfot 6ur un-
watchfulness should have to hear from 'Christ
at last that sad reproof to some ot old : “How
was 1t that ye did not discern the signs of the
times "—8el. I et ;
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A Lesson in Puncl.ﬁalilf.

It is related of Napoleon that one time he
invited his Marshals to lunch with him at
twelve o'clock, The time came,but not the Mar
shals. Napoleon at once proceeded to lunch,
and bad completed the meal hefore his Mar
shals arrived.  He then retired to the draw
ingroom, and when the Marshals came, no
mention of Junch was made. ,They had to
plan a campaign on an emwpty stomach. The
habit ol promptness is a positive virtue. How
many of our pastors are annoyed by the
tardiness of those who are always late to
church or prayer meeting. How the minister
enjoys the reading of the Scriptures while a
procession of his flock is warching up the
centre aisle! How inspiring it is for a good
brother to drop in just as the prayer meeting
is abont to close and give a long talk to the
church ahout its duties. O course some will
be late from circumstances over which they
have no control, and we are not wnting of |
such, bui of the good people who bave the
wretched habit of always being late,  Gool
as they may be their influence is. a
damage to the canse of Christ, and ten
keep souls out of the kingdom of heas

you will se

sparse and seattered population.
midwinter : the day was unusally stormy and
cold, and the snow lay so deep in some places
that he conld scarcely praceed.
rival, althongh he saw no one. he took his
seat in the pulpit.

the preacher began:

“Do vou
“twenfy years ago to one man 2 “Yes, ves.”
said the doctor, grasping his hand “that I do?

the reply, “and - that sermon saved my soul ¢

my clorch! The converts.of that sermon sir,
are all over Ohio I"'~~Christian at Work.

one else. « His spirit of fnquiry will lead him
out toranopen field—some place where he
will ‘fiud nse for-alf his faculties.— nited
Presbyterian.’ ‘ ‘

are full of marvels for an investigation deeper
than we can reach, have become cheap from
|custom in the eyes of man. Because five
thousand men were filled with
men were astonished; every day
seed that are sown are malti
ness of ears, and o man wond; t
wondered to see water turned into wine.
Eveay day the earth’s ﬁ?oislurg;;béjgaxgﬁ
into the root of the vine, is turned L
grape into wine, and no

Gregory. R

sent to the whole gospel
full reliance on the bloo
the merits of his
tion; a recumben

urch was in a remofe district, peopled by a
It was in

On his ar-

Presently one man came

and sat down, and at the appointed hour

The service was closed

th the benediction, when the solitary hearer 3
parted and left the preacher alone, Twen-

vears after, Dr. Beecher was traveling in

1i0. when a stranger aceosted him'by name.

remember  préaching” said he.

d if you are the man, I bave been wishing g
see you ever since.” “I am the man,” was

d made  a minister of me, and yonder is

et e e

Ler each Christian ' sit down during some

quict ‘moments ana ask himself how he can b
increase’ his' eflicienicy as a member ‘of the =
church!” He will have no trouble in thinking %
of ways in which heis not doing his duty, and i
fie will be almost sure to conelude upon oth- =
ers that will help hitw ‘do better.  Or. if he 2

nuot think of nught to de, let him ask some

b e

WE omit ta admire, because things which

jrecoer ) vg's m
%%ﬁ’u
d in a full-

 turned by the
man wonders.—§

Christian faith is, then, not
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g hle was enoug y
od’s Financial System. bl 2k
S wAnd yet I never even thoug i
One-tenth of ripened graln, ANt R tute g '8.
nd vine, doin’ right. b i
One tenth of tree N Piirls e ' it
One-tenth of all the yleld uval, and did n it oy
From ten-tenths’ raln and shine. nnybow, except. i “.m ON lng b i
One-tenth of Jowing herds . : “Woll, my "i“": s":mdalnw” dreadm"y
That browse on bill and plaio § eight years ol :h:“;vu 2 o e

ng flocks,

th of bleatl
Ohem? hine and rain.

For ten-tentha’ 8!
One-tenth of all Increase 3
From counting-room and mart ;
One-tenth that solence ylelds,
One-tenth of every art.
One-tenth of loom and press,
Ono-tenth of mill and mine;
One-tenth of every oraft
Wrought out by gifta of Thine,
One-tenth of glowing words
That glowing guineas hold ;
One-tenth of written thoughts
That turn to sbining gold,
One-tenth ? and dost thou, Lord,
But nsk this meagre loan,
‘When all the earth is Thine.
And all we haye Thine own ?
—Seleoted by W. O. LEACH.
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The Deacon’s Story.

wygs,” said the deacon, “there's many a
man that calls himself honest that's never so
much asinquired What amount of debts heav
en’s books are going to show against him.
I've Jearned that. There were years of my
life when 1 hardly gavea cent to the Lord
without begrudging it, and I've wondered
since what I'd ever have talked of 1f 1'd gone
to heaven in those days; for 1 could n't talk
about anything but bargains and money get-
ting here, and those would n’t have been suit-
able subjects up yonder.

I know I read once about one of the kings
of England, Edward, who had an officer
called the lord high almoner, and one of the
things that man had to do was to ‘remind the
king of the duty of almsgiving.’ 1've thought
to myself ruany a time that it would be well
for a good many folks nowadays if they had
King Edward’s almoner to stir them up to
give. Not to the poor only, I mean, but to all
tho needs of the cause of Christ. There are
lots of people besides the children of Israel
that need a Moses to say to them, ‘It is he
that giveth thee power to get wealth.” I've
allers thought that that was a grand thing in
David, when he'd done such a job getting to

gether that pile of gold and silver for the
temple, and he just turned to the Lord, and
said: ‘All things come ol thee, ana of thine
own have we given thee.’ Most men would
have wanted a little credit themselves for
the pains he had taken. “*Well, in those
years | was telling you about, it was dread-
ful how 1 cheated the Lord out of his due.
Once in a long while I paid a little to our
church, but I did n’t give a cent to anything
else. Foreign mission Sabbath was my rheu-
matiz day, regular,and I did n’t go to church.
Home mission day was headache day with
me allers, and I stayed away from meetin’.
Bible society day I'd gen'rally a tech of neu-
ralgy, so 1 did n't feel like goin’ out, and I
stayed at home, Tract society day I'd begin
:J?x;?t :"tr::)dble wats' goin’ (o be deaf, and I
in doors ; and ?)u e Ay 1 o
3 on Sabbath for helping the
publication society, like as not my corns
were unusually troublesome, and I didn't
feel able to get out.

“Wife wanted to take a religi
ous
once, but I wouldn't hear to 't gToh‘l ﬁ:gei;
Was nonsense. Ididn't believe any

are called a co
enant the Lord mad
rael, but Godiseé ?
of the| he declared unto

{ her, for it
:)):): gnobbath night we were sfmng bi ::lee
fire, and Nannie had been saying he; i
chism, and by and by she got kind o de
and sober, and all of a sudden she turd e
me, and says she: ‘Pa, will we have to P
rent in heaven '
«What ? says I, loo
of astonished-like.
i Will we hav
says she, again.
“Why no, says L.

that ? i
“Well, I could n't get out of her for a time

what she did mean. Nannie did n't know
much about rent anyway, for we'd never had
to pay any, living in our own house ; but at
Jast I found out that she'd heard some men
talking about me, and one of them said :
‘Well, he’s bound to be awful poor in the
next world, I reckon, There ain't much of
his riches lad up in heaven;’ and as the
only poor folks that Nannie'd ever known
were some folks down at the village that had
been turned out of doors because they could-
o't pay their rent, that's what put it into
Nannie’s head that may be I would have to
pay rent in heaven.

“Well, wife went on and talked to Nannie,
and explained to her about the ‘many man-
sions’ in our ‘Father’s house,’ you know, but
1 did n't listen much. I was mad to thin
Seth Brown dared to talk about me in that
way; right before Nannie, too. ;
“I fixed up some bitter words to say to
Seth the next time I met him, and I was n’t
very sorry to see him next day in his cart. 1
began at him right off. He listened to every
thing that I sputtered out, and then he sad :
‘Well, Deacon, it you think the bank of
heaven’s got anything in it for you, I'm glad
of it ; but I've never seen you make any de
posits,’ and then he drove off.

“Well, I walked over to my blackberry
patch and sat down and thought, and the
more I thought the worse 1 felt. I wasan
gry at first, but I got cooler, and I thought of
foreign-mission Sabbath and the rheumatiz,
and home mission Sabbath and the headache,
and Bible society day and the nenralgy, and
tract day and the corns, till it just seemed to
me I could n’t stand it any longer; and I
knelt down there in the blackberry patch,
and said; *Q Lord I've been a stingy man if
ever there was one ; and if ever I do get to
heaven, I deserve to have to'pay rent, sure
enough. Help me to give myself* and what
ever I've got back to thee. And I believe
he's helped me ever since. “I'was pretty
bard work at first, getting to giving. 1 did|

king down at her, kind

e to pay rent in heaven ¥

what made you think

into the collection plate, but I've learned

feel pretty sore over that first dollar 1 slipped ne

Jestroy thg faw. ... R
passs one jot or one t
ass from the Jaw.”
have not spoken of my
gent me he gave me a
1 should &Y, and wha

them upon two

ents; and he wrote
::?)ll‘gsm of stone.” Deut. 4: 13.  Webster
jves the definition of the word covenant in
fnbllnnce asfollows: 1. A mutual agreement

more persons; 2. A writing
betwoen FREHS of agreement ; and 3.

ini terms £, A
conmnmmgi‘;h;f God to man on condition of actl¥ fulfilling Deut. 1
T::d!)::ce Jtis certain that the old cove- ‘rhe prophet declare
obedience. to the first definition given pify the law, and mal

pant answered

above ; for it was a he did in showing ths

n agreement between the
tion, not simply over |

See Ex. 19:5-8; 24:

Lord and the people. S :
3-8. This all must admit. i . over thedesires of the
dments could not have But in a pre-eminen

The ten coOmmMmAan

been the first or old covenant, for the follow-

the law when he.asa
ward and reeeived
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mi r;:ey only contain the words uf the Lord, it o
uttered in terrible majesty, while the people 4 e vt
were speechless with fear- This fact is alone :’ /sl
sufficient forever to refute the idea that they Ao it
were the old covenant, which was a mutual '“vﬂsblm.dn

ement between the Lord and the people.
ag;? The old covenant was annulled by be-
ing broken on the part of the people; but
the law is still binding upon all men, Rom.
3:19; it’s transgression is sin, 1 John3:4;
its penalty is death. Rom. 6:23. Trans
gressing a law does Dot abrogate it.

3. The first or old covenant was made be-
fore the tables of the law was delivered to
Moses, as will be seen by Ex. 24:12.

4. The law exists since the old covenant
has passed away, and occupies an important
place under the new. Jer. 31:31-33. Please
notice the wording of this scripture: “Be-
hold. the days come, sayeth the Lord, that I
will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah. The
new covenant, too, is a contract: and in
making it the people, as well as the Lord,
have something to do. 4 .

1t may be asked why the ten command.
ments are called a covenant. The reason is
obvious. The great Creator has an undoubt-
ed right to demand obedience of all ns creat-
ures ; and as he is not only a God of justice,
but of love also, it inevitably follows t
blessing will rest upon all who do his w
This is implied. Indeed, he has, in
the ten commandments—which
epitome of his will—promised
vor, once in the seeond commai
with the one preceding and t!
relates to our duty toward hin
the fifth, which, with the
fines our duty to our fell
Obey me, and you shall
with the strictest pro
called his covenant.
intelligences.
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unto the Lord,’ till I go to that heaven, and
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twenty years.”— Cougregationalist.
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{ew to be chewed and digested,” He might
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Qoleridge was a great reader; Irom his own
experience he utters this warning against
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The prophet declared that he should mag-
mfy the law, and make it honorable. This
he did in showing that the law has jurisdic
tion, not simply over overt actions, but also
over the desires of the heart.

But in a pre-eminent sense did he magnify
the law when he.as a man’s substitute.cteppoa
forward and reaeived its penalty. His dying
groans on calvary speak in tones louder than
the thunders which shook Sinai, that the law
is immutable. Here it seems to me the ze
nith is reached, and argument stops. The
inevitable conclusion is forced upon us that
God’s law is still the law of the universe ;
and that all except those who accept Ohrist
as their Savior must suffer its penalty, which
is death.—Sel.

————,——

Religious Statistics of the World.

Tur most carefully compiled and best gen
eral statistical work is Daniel’s ZgArduck der
Geographie. Of this the sixty fourth edition
has recently appeared, which contains some
interesting statements and figures. Accord-
ing to these, the number of inhabitants on
the globe is about 1,435,000,000. There are
3064 distinet languages and dialects known.
There are 1100 different religions. There
does not exist a single people which is with-
out a religion of some kind. KEven the low
est on the social scale have some religions
idea, however crude. Christianity has 432.
000.000 adherents. The Roman Catholic
Church number 208,000.000; The Greek or
Oriental [Orthodox Charch, 83,000,000; the
Protestant  Church, 123,000,000. Besides
these there are about one hundred sects or
smaller divisions claiming to he Christians,
with 8,000,000 adherents. Of the nonChris-
tians, 8,000,000 are Jews, 120,000,000 Moham
medans. These adherents of Islam are di
vided into three sects, the Sunites, the Shiites
and Wappabites, while there are about sev-
enty smaller Mohammedan sects. All other
human beings are nonmonotheistic or heath
en, and embrace 875,000,000 souls. Among
the heathen religion, Brahminism is the
most widespread, and embraces about 413,
000,000 adherents, and its younger offshoot,
Buddhism, embraces 303,000. Other heathen
religions have 135,000.000 adherents. 'There
are yet over one thousand millions of souls
who are not Christians! What a lesson for

missionary zeal and work !—Sel.
b A b ol
Be on the Lord's Side.

The Lord's side is the side to be on, at every
cost,and whoever is on the other side. If the
high-priest is not on the Lord's side, then we
must be ready to oppose the high priest. The
question is not, Which is the radical side ?
Which is the orthodox ¥ Which is the conser-
vativeside? Which is the popularside? Which
is the liberal side? Which is the safe side?
but, Which is the Lord’s side ¢ That question
answered, our position ought to be taken
fearlessly—for the present contest. If we
keep to the Lord’s side, we may une day be

SPEAKING T0O S00N.—1t has been com-
mon to say that Scripture makes a mistake
in speaking of the ant as storing up its food,
that in reality it only stores up its eggs; but
Colonel Sykes discovered at Poonah a species
of ant (Atta Providens) which regularly
stores up the seeds of millet for its food in
stormy weather. The objectors did not know
enough when they corrected the science of
Scripture. They have been equally prema-
ture when they have objected to the Seript-
ure statement regarding the ostrich abandon-
ing its eggs; for late researches have proved
that the ostrich quits her eggs during the
day, and abandons them altogether if there
has been any intrusion upon them, thus fur-
vishing an admirable type of carelessness re-
garding offspring.—Dr. Howard Crosby.

A Tar-Roor.—No one ever saw a black
hickory tree blown outof root. The hurri-
cane may twist it off or break it down, though
even that seldom occurs; but it cannot drag
it out of the ground. The reason is that this
tree, while it sends out plenty of surface
roots, always sends a strong tap-root straight
down into the solid subsoil, and lays hold of

reading bad and inferior books :
Never, under any circumstances, read a

bad book ; and never spend a serious hour in
reading a second rate book. No words can
overstate the mischief of bad reading. )
A bad book will often haunt a man his
whole life long. Itis often rememb‘er’ed
when much that is better is forgotten; it in-
trudes itsell at the most solemn moments,
and contaminates the best feelings and emo-
tions. Reading trashy, second rate books is
a grievous waste of time, also.

In the first place, there are great many more
first rate books than ever you can master;
and in the second place, you cannot read an
inferior book without giving up an opportun-

ity of reading a good one.
Books, remember are friends ; books effect

character; and you can as little neglect your
duty in respect of this as you can sately neg-
leet any other moral duty that is cast upon
you.— Youth's Companion.

I WouLD say to all, use your gentlest voice
at home. Wateh it day by day, as a pearl of
great price; for it will be worth more to you
in days to come than the best pearl hid in the
sea. A kind voice is joy, like a lark’s song
to a heart at home. It is a light that shines,
Train to sweet tones, and it will keep in tune

the foundations of stone or clay or hardpan, through life.

as the case may be. There are other trees—
the beech, maple, and ash--which interlace
the surface with a web of roots; but in storm,

Men Wanted |

espocially if the ground previously has been |The world wants men—Ilarge-hearted, manly

water-soaked, over they go! A Christian is

men—

not safe and reliable unless he has sent a tap- | Men Who shall join its course, and prolong

root down into hard, strong foundations of .'.1,1‘ ef“‘m of labon and thieipesinietiSF el

wantschol holars who shall shape

s 4 1B
Christian doctrine. Surface' roots of senti- | e qoubtful destinies of dubious years,

ment and emotion have their uses, but they | And land the ark that bears our country’s good
are not good for muecl, either in a dry -time | Safe on some peaceful Ararat at last.

or in a tempest.

The age wants heroes—heroes who shall dare
'To struggle in the solid ranks of truth ;

To clutch the mounster Error by the throat ;
To bear opinion to a loftier seat ;

I7 is related of the venerable Mr. Sewall, | 1o bolt the era of oppression out,

of Maine, thatonce when entering a mission-
ary meeting just as the missionary collectors
had taken their seats, he was asked to lead
in prayer. The old man stood, hesitatingly,
as if fumbling in his pockets. The leader
called to him more loudly to lead in prayer;
but still the old man hunted in his pockets
till be got the coin and deposited it in the
contribution box. “I did vt ask you to give;
I asked you to pray,” said the leader. “I
heard you ; but I can’t pray for missions till
I have given something.” What a blessing,
if God would put a conscience in the mouths
of all Christians, so they could not pray till
they had given something! O for a con-
science in the mouth |—Religious Telescope.
_— e

THE religious life ought not to be like the
broken surfaces fover which travelers some-
time attempt to pass, where the march is in-
terrupted by deep gorges running downward
into the unfathomed darkness of the earth;
it should notbe like the variable climate
someti.mes experienced, where between days
of genial warmth the thermometer plunges

And lead a universal freedom in.

And heaven wants souls—fresh and capacious
souls ;

To taste its raptures, and expand like flowers
Beneath the glory of its central sun.

It wants fresh souls, not lean and shriveled ones ;
It wants fresh souls, my brother, give it thine,

If thou, indeed, would be what seholar should.

It thou wilt be & hero, and wilt strive

To help thy fellow and exalt thyself,

Thy feet at last shall stand on jasper floors ;

Thy heart, at last, shall seem a thousands hearts—
Each sing!e heart with myriad raptures filled—
While thou shalt sit with princesand with kings,
Rich in the jewel of a ransoned soul.

—Selceted,

OBITUARY NOTICES.

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death
of his saints.—Psa. 116: 15.

Diep.—The infant son of Brother W. A.
and Sister Fanny Brown, of brain fever. Al-
though little Charley’s loss is deeply felt, yet
We sorrow not as others which have no hope,
but look forward to the resurrection morn
when he shall come again from the land of

At al

Ps. 40’.8' o in company with a certain set of men, and |down to zero. There should be no sudden | the en p
all mngﬂ_:‘f;y the next day against them ; bututhachought f:ptessxons, indeed no depressions whatever; | in vi I’“‘Y‘ and death shall be swallowed up |
»  And i not to influence our action, Men change;|the way should be uniform, and a constant| I ; X i
ninistry ¥2 God never changes. It will not do to say, | ascent to that which brings nearer the throns m‘?}:h?‘*’ was born August 8, 1887,
prediction. x Qur denomination or our party, or our coun- |of eternal light. s , 1888, Funeral ﬂ?&“ by the
m com‘ . m .
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lands were under waters
were compelled to live in the upper 5“’”9[’;
of their houses; and in sowme cases l? see

the hills for safety. Many had not time to
remove their goods, as the water rose at the
rate of a foot an hour, and at Greensboro
thirty two feet of a rise Was recorded in less
than twenty-four hours. Among the V{reck
age was a sawmill with all its machinery,
which was swept from Bell
to a point sixty miles below
feared that seyeral  persons must have been
drowned, and that others will die from damp
and exposure. The Valley River also over
flowed its banks on July 10, and caused
much damage at Grafton and Wheeling, W-

Na.

will be made to attend, or how great the in-

terest will be in the meeting. We have,
however, word from ministers who have nev-
er attended our annual gatherings. We ex-
pect Bro. E. G. Blackmon. and Bro. James
Bartlett ; and then we would like to see Bro.
Branch from Michigan, and Bro. Nichols
from Kansas, and others that we might men-
tion. We may be disappointed in not seéing
<ome of these ministers at the meeting, but
there is one personage who never disappoints
his waiting people. His letter stating he
will be there you will find recorded in Matt.
18: 20; “Where two or three are met in my
my name, there am [in the midst of them.”
There is another person who is coming to
the meeting, and We wish to warn you against
him. He is the old adversary, or better
known as the devil ; and where ever the gos

pel of the kingdom is being preached he
is sure to be on hand with his sack of seed.
The way to get rid of him is to resist him and
he will flee away. Brethren and sisters, come
to the feast. .
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Missouri‘Camp Meeting.

Tue Annudl Camp meeting of the Church
of God in Missouri, will be held at Darling
ton, Gentry Co., commencing Thursday,
August 23, 1888, and continuing till Tuesday,
98th. Darlington s five miles south-
west of Albany, the county seat of Gentry

fhe people of India speak nearly three
hundred dialects.

General Sheridan has been removed to
Buzzard Bay, Mass., and is said to be im
proving in health.

Rain in Central fllinois has damaged the
oats crop, so that it will scarcely pay for cut
ting. In Douglas county 20,000 acres of corn
are submerged.

It is stated that more than thirty elevators
have been burned in Northern Dacota and

St. L. & O. Ry. The fifteenth Annual Con-

be held in conneetion with the Camp meet-
[ing. All are cordially invited. e
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Northern Minnesota since last fall. J. W. 0
% : J. W. USBORN )
. There is but one Chinese lawyer in the JASPE!(,]!::ONE, Ex. C’m
United States, Hong Yen Cbang, admitted W. C. Loxg, P i
e

to the bar May 24, at Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

An important strategic railway connecting
many Russian artillery and cavalry depots is
to be constructed in Southwestern Russta
immediately. The cost will be 13.000,000
roubles. (A rouble is worth about 75 or 86
cts.)

Some days ago the ivon mill owners of
Pennsylvania attempted a general reduction
of ten per cent in the wages of theirem
ployes. The reduction was met by a zeneral
strike, and according to Congressman Spot(,l
of that State. a million men were thrown out’
of employment. Some of the mills have,
however, resamed at the old scale of wages,
and others will probably do so seon. " ’,‘

" Itissaid that Germany is unable io s’l'p‘ ‘
‘port her immense gtanding h»my;wﬁcmé
vendered necessary solely by (he warlikeat |
titude of Faance, and that Bismark ispre- |
paring to make a demand for disa ]
tt; bq_f;l;liv::.d by an immediate de
of war of refusal on the p
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